Birth to Three Matters Policy
At nursery we encourage children to be active, autonomous learners who 

Are Strong

· Get to know themselves and their own capabilities
· Understand that s/he is valued and important

· Are confident, capable and self-assured

· Enjoy being with familiar and trusted others

Are Skilful Communicators

· Make relationships and communicate with others

· Become confident and competent language users

· Listen and respond to others

· Learn to understand others

Are Competent Learners

· Are interested, curious and explore using their senses, bodies and minds

· Play imaginative with materials

· Are creative, exploring, discovering and experimenting

· Represent their ideas, thoughts, feelings and understandings using drawing, movements, music, imaginative play and words

· Are encouraged to connect ideas by transporting objects and materials

· Are encouraged to use materials creatively and imaginatively and to reflect on their play experiences

Are Healthy

· Feel loved and supported and have a strong relationship with a key person

· Are physically well and have energy and enthusiasm

· Feel safe and secure

· Make choices as tey learn about their bodies and what they can do

Research shows that the best form of quality practice for young children involves structuring of the provision in terms of:

· Space, time, materials and equipment

· Staff interaction, (which requires knowledge of child development and teaching and partnership with parents

· Relationships with other agencies
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At nursery we:

· Provide a stimulating environment with easily accessible resources

· Allow children time to become engrossed in activities, complete them and return to them later if they wish

· Offer children a range of well planned play opportunities which offer continuity and progression e.g. physical play, creative play, imaginative play, social play, play with natural materials

· Provide play contexts which are well planned and resourced to foster all aspects of children’s development (physicals, social, emotional and intellectual)

·  Provide situations which will enable children to appreciate the multicultural society in which they live
· provide appropriate, good quality materials and resources that reflect careful planning and enable children to interact at their own level of development, allowing for progression by exciting children’s interests and  curiosity

At nursery early year’s staff:

· develop 
· close relationships with children in their key person groups

· involve parents and encourage them to contribute to and support their child’s learning

· understand the importance of play and enjoy playing alongside the children indoors and outdoors

· Encourage children to explore everyday situations in their play

· Respect and value children’s play and learning and are able to intervene sensitively in it using language to support and extend children’s thinking

· Help children to become independent learners and to develop their creativity and imagination

· Have time to observe children at play and monitor their development in all areas in order to inform future planning of play provision and experiences

· Respond to observation and assessment of the children’s developmental needs and interests

· Enable children to initiate their own learning as well as take part in adult-initiated experiences

· Positively encourage all children to have equal access to all play experiences 

· Challenge stereotypical ideas about play

The early year’s staff at nursery use the aspects and components of Birth to Three Matters as a planning framework
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 At nursery we work with other agencies in order to share expertise and knowledge for the benefit of all or individual children and for the development of staff.
These agencies may include:

Health Visitors
The Area SENCO
Child Development Unit

Community Paediatric Nurses

Bradford Early Years Service

Sure Start

National Early Years Organisations

Specific voluntary health information organisations 

Any other relevant local or national agencies
Broad Guidelines for
Adults
· An effective key person system ensures that children from strong secure relationships with a key person and benefit from high quality of experiences which build upon their interests and respond to their needs.

· Men and women are encouraged to take part in all types of play to challenge stereotypical ideas about what is suitable for girls and boys.

· One of the principals that underpin the Birth to Three framework is that caring adults count more that resources and equipment.

· We encourage shared co-operative play like “peek-a-boo”

·  Adults provide familiar human voices.

· Encourage imitation play.

· Create a clear sense of order and aesthetic harmony within the environment as a whole.
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Environment and Resources

Planning of the environment for play includes continuous provision for different kinds of play readily accessible to the children.

We aim to provide:
· Tactile surfaces on walls and floors – sandpaper, rubber, cork for example.

· Objects that can be banged and shaken.

· A variety of food so they can discover through their sense of taste.

·  Safe, clean toys that they can explore with their tongues and gums.

· Equipment with mirrors to help children become aware of who they are.

· Treasure baskets to provide scope for exploration.

· Furniture that is stable has rounded edges and offers hand holes so that children can move round prior to walking independently.

· Equipment for climbing, pushing, pulling, rocking and riding to develop large muscles.

· An environment that encourages children to refill, gather, dump, transport, stack and knock down.

· Items such as tins, corks, lids, ribbon, cardboard tubes, chains and clothes pegs to promote heuristic play.

· Cars, carts, tricycles in outdoor play as these are important for children’s needs for continuous motion and body involvement.

Observation
· Staff take time to look, listen and note. Observation helps adults to get to know the children and identify their interests and abilities in order to plan experiences appropriately.
Planning

· Play experiences are planned in response to observations of the children and knowledge of the child gained from parents and other sources. They include possible learning linked to aspects and components, but also allows for play to arise spontaneously from children’s own ideas.
· Possible learning in short-term planning are drawn and developed from the Birth to Three Matters cards and long term planning. Short term planning is completed weekly informed by observation, assessment and evaluation but may be altered daily in response to children’s interests and needs.

· Staff regularly evaluate, reflect on and develop the provision they make for play.

· Outdoor exploration is important for all children (A Healthy Child) Outdoors is half of the play environment.

Assessment
· Planning, observations and evaluations of play and experiences are kept for all children.

· A Birth to Three Matters Record sheet may also be used periodically for records or to inform parents. 

