At nursery we use the “Birth to Three Matters” Framework to support, inform, guide and challenge all staff with responsibility for the care and education of children from birth up to the age of three years including those with special needs or disabilities.
We believe that it is important to value all babies and children as competent learners from birth. All children have, from birth, a need to develop; therefore we recognise their individuality, efforts and achievements. Relationships with adults and children are crucial in a child’s life and a relationship with a key person is essential. Children learn best through interaction with people and active exploration of the world around them. 

The first years of life are the most critical in a child’s development. Colour, light and thermal and acoustic environment affect a child’s ability to learn.

Play supports all aspects of children’s development, through play children by doing rather than being told. Young children are individuals and progress at different rates. Schedules and routines must follow the child’s needs. Children learn when they are given appropriate responsibility, allowed to make decisions, choices and errors and are respected and competent learners.

Birth to Three Matters supports the child’s inbuilt curiosity and desire to make sense of the world around them and helps them to discover that learning is interesting and fun; this is vital if children are going to be keen to learn for the rest of their lives.

We believe that parents and families are central to the wellbeing of the child and should be involved in their children’s experiences and development. Early year’s staff need to make visible children’s learning to enable parents to understand, contribute to and support their child’s learning.

Birth to Three Matters provides a firm base for the clear links to the statutory Foundation Stage (see our Foundation Stage Curriculum Statement), which is the first part of the National Curriculum. The time from birth to three years of age is very important as it is during this time that children develop the confidence, competence, skills and desire to find out about themselves, others and the world around them which they will need for the rest of their lives.
